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and Review Activities

H.E. Qais bin Mohammed Al Yousef, Minister of
Commerce, Industry and Investment Promotion, and
H.E. Dr. Laila bint Ahmed Al Najjar, Minister of Social
Development, accompanied by H.E. Mohammed bin
Suleiman Al Kindi, Governor of North Al Batinah
visited the fourth edition of Suhar Festival

During the field tour, the delegation explored the
festival's various sections and activities, which
include cultural, economic and social programs
recognizing their role in supporting development.
The Minister of Commerce, Industry and Investment
Promotion emphasized that Suhar Festival serves as
an important platform for supporting SMEs and
entrepreneurs by allowing them to showcase
products and services to a wide audience stimulating
commercial activity, reinforcing value added to local
products and encouraging innovation in alignment
with government diversification efforts.

The Minister of Social Development highlighted the
festival's social role in empowering productive
families and providing direct marketing outlets
contributing to economic stability and showcasing
traditional crafts and home industries within an
organized environment that supports sustainability
and social solidarity

The Governor of North Al Batinah noted that Suhar
Festival reflects coordination between government
private and civil entities in organizing high guality
events, enhancing visitor experience and promoting

the governorate as a cultural and tourism
destination.




Ministers Visit Suhar Festival



Audiences at the fourth edition of Suhar Festival enjoyed a series of musical evenings on the main stage, moving
between voices rooted in Omani authenticity and others infused with the warmth of Gulf musical expression.
These nights formed evocative artistic scenes that left lasting impressions on the large crowds who attended.

The first week opened with the distinctive Omani voice of artist Sultan Al Raisi, whose performance took.
listeners on a journey of sensitivity and elegance.

The program continued with Kuwaiti artist Abdulaziz Al Dhuwaihi on Thursday1 January 2026.His emotive
performance resonated deeply with festivalgoers and his devoted audience.

Celebrating the depth of the Omani oud, the weekend featured artists Salah Al Janibi and Ahmad Al Randi on
Friday 2 January2026 drawing a full house and affirming the appeal of Omani musical talent.

In the third week, pioneer of Gulf music since the1970s, Kuwaiti artist Khalid Al Mulla, delivered a nostalgic

performance followed by rising Omani artist Saleh Al Hindasi, whose soulful voice harmonized with the cool
January atmosphere.

The series concluded with Saudi artist Mohammed bin Ghurman, whose youthful style brought a spirited finale
to the week's events, captivating fans of Gulf sheilat.




Main Stage Showcases
«  and Omani Musical Art

o — Abdulaziz Al Dhuwalhi .. -
- \ Ahmad Al Randi . - ;
Y - - . —

Sultan Al Ralsl _.--

Mohammed bin Ghurman
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This year’s edition introduced several qualitative additions compared to
previous editions. What are the most prominent?

. Ibn Raziq Operetta, presented as a large-scale artistic production inspired by Omani history and identity.
. Artificial intelligence technologies and interactive digital experiences, allowing visitors to engage with the
festival in new ways.

. Expanded support for entrepreneurs and home-based businesses, through dedicated spaces to showcase
and market their products.

Suhar Festival places strong emphasis on Omani cultural heritage
How is this reflected in the events?

This focus is reflected through the careful selection of artistic performances, traditional crafts, and cultural exhibitions
that present Omani heritage in a contemporary and engaging way, while preserving its authenticity.

The festival also supports local talents and products, based on the belief that heritage is a living concept that can
renewed without losing its essence. Connecting the past with the present strengthens national identity across generations.

Finally, what message would you like to share with visitors and

participants?

Suhar Festival is an invitation for everyone to experience a space for creativity, learning, and enjoyment. The festival
was designed as an inclusive platform that celebrates Omani culture, supports innovation, and encourages community

participation.
We hope visitors leave with lasting memories and a deeper connection to Omani identity, and that Suhar Festival
continues to grow as a national cultural platform that reflects the spirit of Oman and embraces creativity and diversity.



This year, the festival appears in a renewed form that reflects the evolution of entertainment and engagement tools
in contemporary events, through the introduction of artificial intelligence technologies and innovative, interactive
activities that enhance the visitor experience and offer new spaces for exploration and participation

In this exclusive interview, we meet with Engineer Nasser bin Said Al Maamari, Head of the Events Committee of the
Fourth Suhar Festival, who sheds light on the key features of the festival in its current edition, the diversity of its
activities, and the qualitative additions that reflect the development of the overall festival experience. The interview
also explores the general vision of the program and the festival's commitment to highlighting Omani cultural heritage.
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How has Suhar Festival evolved compared to previous editions?

.Development in the diversity and guality of events offered during the festival.
.Focus on appealing to different age groups and interests.
.Enhancement of direct interaction with visitors through interactive activities and live experiences.

The festival has evolved from a series of events into an integrated cultural platform that reflects the
aspirations of the community.

_What is the vision behind the event program in this edition?
!

The vision is to present Suhar Festival as an integrated cultural, artistic, and community
destination.The final program was designed to strike a balance between heritage and
modernity, while highlighting creativity and innovation without compromising Omani

cultural identity.

particularly in enhancing quality of life and economic diversification , 2040 The program also
aims to support youth participation, empower small and emerging enterprises, and strengthen
community engagement, in alignment with the governorate's development directions and
Oman Vision.

'1. !!_.

8 Eng. Nasser bin Saeed Al Jabri
I Head of the Activities Committee

| suhar Festival-Fourth Edition




The organizers of the fourth Suhar Festival
placed their bet on Omnia as a standout
experience—and rightly so. Innovation has
always defined the festival, and this edition
distinguished itself by presenting artificial
intelligence as a cultural and interactive
experience that connects heritage with
future-oriented technologies. Today, Al is no
longer confined to technical spaces; it has
become part of everyday life and a new
language for reshaping cultural and
entertainment experiences.

TROEITLE S0 A il

Through Omnia, the festival introduced an
advanced interactive environment where
visitors became active participants rather
than passive observers. The activation
blended human creativity with intelligent
systems, offering a dynamic space that
engages the senses, stimulates imagination,
and redefines the relationship between
audience and place through real-time

interaction. ] |
One of Omnia’s most notable features was

its responsiveness to visitors' movements
voices, and choices, with visual and audi@
elements transforming instantly based of
interaction. This approach turned th}e
experience into a living, evolving journel
allowing each visitor to create a personal
and unigue moment within the activatior

Omnia also reintroduced Omani heritage
through innovative digital tools such as
intelligent lighting, virtual reality, and visual
data analysis. These technologies enabled
interactive storytelling that bridges past
and present, making cultural content more
accessible and engaging for younger
generations through digital-friendly
formats.

Beyond entertainment, Omnia conveyed a
deeper message about the evolving
relationship between humans and
technology. It invited visitors to reflect on
how artificial intelligence can support
creativity, identity, and cultural expression,
positioning festivals as spaces for
experimentation rather than repetition.

Through Omnia, the fourth Suhar Festival
presented an inspiring model for integrating
culture and technology—transforming
artificial intelligence from a technical
concept into a tangible creative medium, and
affirming that thoughtful innovation can
enrich human experience and expand
cultural horizons.
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Dmnia: Transforming Artificial
Intelligence into a Cultural Experience



At the Maritime Village of the fourth Suhar Festival, traditional dhows
stood as symbols of a rich maritime heritage. Nakhoda Hassan bin
Sulaiman Al Balushi explained that the village offers visitors a glimpse
into traditional seafaring life, highlighting the large dhow model at its
center, which was built in the Wilayat of Suhar, in the Al Zafran area,
under the supervision of community elders and constructed by local
youth.

The craft of building traditional dhows is one of the oldest professions
reflecting the ancestors’ deep knowledge of the sea. Built using locally
available coastal materials such as solid wood, natural fibers, iron
supports, tar, and oils, these vessels were known for their durability and
ability to withstand the sea's harsh conditions.

Many Adventures and Long Voyages

Despite the challenges of sailing aboard traditional dhows; Nakhoda
1960s, during Hassan Al Balushi recalled his maritime journeys in the
Lemon and which he undertook numerous trade voyages across the Gulf, reaching
Coffee: Bandar Abbas and Basra, as well as Aden, Karachi, and Zanzibar

The Scent of He explained that these jodrneys often lasted for months when weather
Traditional ‘conditions:were favorable, with stopovers in Khor Fakkan or Muscat for
Dhows refueling. Food supplies included salted and spiced meat and chicken to
prevent spoilage, along with freshly caught fish during the voyage.

Festival Spirit

The wilayats of North Al Batinah, overlooking the Sea of
Oman, have long been known for their agricultural
richness and strategic importance. Dhows docked at

local ports to load dates, dried lemons and fish, ghee
wood, and palm-fiber ropes, and returned carrying rice
sugar, coffee, spices, and textiles as part of an active
trade exchange.



Traditional Dhows: A History Sailing Through Time

Traditional dhows have shaped the coastal identity of North Al Batinah Governorate, across its
six wilayats stretching along the coastline of the Sea of Oman. To this day, they remain floating
memories upon the sea and enduring witnesses to the deep connection between Omanis and the
sea as a source of livelihood and life. For generations, ancestors carried their goods and storie
toward distant horizons aboard open sails, making these dhows the backbone of marltlme ;

in bygone eras. ¢

Festival Spiri
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Dhows:

A Living
Testament
to Omani
Ingenuity

— -

Traditional dhows were more than wooden vessels; they
reflected Omani ingenuity in seafaring and trade,
forming lasting commercial and cultural ties across
generations. Though they no longer sail as before, they
remain a proud and enduring symbol of heritage
resilience, and the ancestors’ pursuit of a dignified life.




Spinning: A Craft Passed from Generation to/&seneration |

Mother Sheikha Al Qariniyya described the
spinning craft she learned at a young age.
Its origins trace back to the village of Al
Hujariyah (Al Bugrein) in the Wilayat of Al
Suwaiq, where most women practiced the
craft and young girls were taught early to
ensure continuity. She learned at the age of
twelve. Wool was sourced, cleaned and spun
before being naturally dyed using hibiscus,
turmeric, tea, coffee and beetroot. A special
dyeing method using the roots of the
"Fuwa" plant produced a deep red color,

which was later fixed using salt, vinegar or
alum.
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Festival Spirit

The fourth edition of Suhar Festival continues to
preserve the spirit of authentic Omani heritage
while presenting it through a contemporary
lens. One example is the Bedouin Village, an
immersive space that invites visitors to explore
the depth of Bedouin life, from the simplicity of
their dwellings and daily routines to the customs
passed down through generations. The village
also highlights traditional crafts, illustrating the
deep relationship between Bedouin life and
nature, a relationship grounded in harmony
resourcefulness and simplicity.

e Is A Symbol of Life and Livelihood

Speakinyane estyle, Talib AI VG0

one of the organizers of the Omani Village, note®,
that Bedouin life was demanding. Camels shaped
much of that reality as a symbol of patience, a
source of income and a means of travel. The
village recreates traditional scenes such as
seating areas, weaving crafts, demonstrations on

extracting wate . ihls practiced by

¥eod and
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By featuring a wide range of household products, the
Suhar Festival reinforced its role as a cultural and social
incubator that supports families, strengthens community
ties, and enriches the overall festival experience.

Festival Spirit

This experience played an important role in supporting
household economies by helping families supplement their
income while preserving the cultural and artisanal value of
their work. In addition, the festival provided a space for
families to build commercial experience and develop skills
related to marketing, pricing, and customer interaction.

One participant noted her pride in taking part in the
festival for the second consecutive year, stating that the
exposure helped her broaden her customer base and
improve her products. She emphasized that local festivals
play a central role in the growth of home-based businesses
and in promoting a culture of entrepreneurial self-reliance
These efforts contribute to transforming small family especially among women.

projects into more stable and long-term economic
opportunities.
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A Festival that Celebrates Family-Run Projects

The fourth edition of the Suhar Festival has placed
significant emphasis on supporting home-based producers
and entrepreneurs by expanding dedicated spaces for
showcasing their work. This initiative reflects the festival’s
commitment to empowering families, strengthening

community participation, and contributing to social and
economic development within the governorate.

The activity areas dedicated to home-based producers
attracted strong visitor turnout, particularly during peak
hours, and created vibrant cultural markets that
encouraged families to present their products in an
organized and supportive environment. The diversity of
offerings also provided visitors with a unigue opportunity
to explore locally made goods and directly engage with the
people behind them

The festival succeeded in becoming a platform for
home-based projects to promote their products, gain
exposure, and establish connections with wider audiences.
The showcased products included traditional crafts
handmade garments, perfumes, incense, food items, and
creative accessories. Many participants highlighted that
this year’s edition provided greater visibility and
contributed to the sustainability of their projects.



Among the special activities featured at the Sohar Festival was a
kite-flying event that filled the sky with colorful displays and joyful
energy. The festival grounds became a space for children and
families to participate, watch, and take photographs as kites of
various shapes, sizes, and designs took flight, adding a cheerful
5ual element to the celebration.

ﬂ‘g& event drew a large audience throughout the day
mﬂ}f l,‘:lgqng the afternoon hours when weather conditions
werE“M ﬁzr lng Participants showcased a wide range of
distinctive ‘kites, i uding animal figures, cartoon characters, and
geometric shapes, Which contributed to a lively and festive
atmosphere. "ir,,, e _
This year’s edition eoincidet with the commemoration ofll January
adding a symbolic dlm&@im}te ttwa_"r_-__,,' and g’fﬂng it gmﬂtﬂr'
resonance among visitors. " The skies éﬁﬁr the festival grcunﬁs{_

became a canvas of movement and color, with children *

Festival Spirit
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The Mexican folkloric show has become one of the most visually
dynamic cultural performances presented this year. The show combined

music, dance, and traditional attire in a colorful and expressive narrative

that reflects Mexico's rich cultural heritage and celebrates its regional.

The troupe delivered a comprehensive folkloric showcase highlighting
aspects of Mexican cultural heritage through group and solo dance
performances. The routines varied in rhythm and movement and were
accompanied by vibrant traditional costumes that reflected the diversity
of enwironments and regions across Mexico. The performance was
further distinguished by the use of traditional musical instruments
alongside harmonious choreography that infused the evening with lively
high-energy atmospheres.

Mexican folklore is considered one of the most prominent forms of

cultural expression in Mexico, combining music, dance, and costume
while reflecting the country’s history and social and cultural diversity. The
troupe succeeded in conveying this rich artistic heritage to the Suhar

Festival audience in a professional manner, offering a unigue and
enriching artistic experience.

This performance comes as part of the Suhar Festival's diverse artistic
program, which aims to promote cultural exchange and provide audiences
with the opportunity to explore global art forms alongside local
traditional arts—reinforcing the festival's identity as a platform that brings
together authenticity and cultural openness.
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