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On Monday evening, Deﬁr 22, 2025, the fourth edition of
the Suhar Festival open the main stage of the Suhar
Entertainment Center with the operetta “lbn Ruzayq™ - a
national artistic performance that highlighted the depth of

Oman’s historical and cultural heritage.
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The opening ceremony was held undt the patronage of H.E.
Sheikh Seba' bin Hamdan Al Sgecretary General of the
National Celebrations Secretariat, with the attendance of
several dignitaries, officials, and invited guests.
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The operetta presented a visual and musical narrative
blending theatrical performance, choral singing, and
traditional cultural displays supported by modern lighting and
digital visual effects. The story portrayed the relationship of
the Omani people with the sea, trade, and knowledge, while
emphasizing Suhar’s historical status as one of the most
prominent Omani cities across centuries.

The performance featured notable figures from Omani
memory, including the poet Ibn Ruzayq, the
physician-philosopher Ibn Amira, the legendary navigator
Ahmed bin Majid, and the founder Imam Ahmed bin Said,
dramatizing pivotal chapters of Oman’s history.

News

The show also included equestrian and marine displays with
horses, camels, and ships — creating a visual scene that
reflected the richness of Omani heritage and the ability of
national arts to present history in a contemporary aesthetic.

H.E. Mohammed bin Suleiman Al Kindi, Governor of North Al
Batinah, stated that the fourth edition of the festival
continues an approach aimed at presenting events that
reflect the identity of the place, enhance cultural and tourism
activity, and engage the community.




Dialouge

H.E. Mohammed Al Kindi
Governor of North AL Batinah

Amid the cultural and tourism momentum in North Al Batinah,
the fourth edition of the Suhar Festival continues to
strengthen its position as one of the Sultanate’'s leading
national events — offering programs that highlight Omani
heritage and showcase the governorate’s cultural, tourism, and
economic assets.

In this interview, H.E. Mohammed bin Suleiman Al Kindi,
Governor of North Al Batinah and Chairman of the Suhar
Festival Committee, discusses the significance of the festival,
its new developments, and its contribution to local tourism and
economic activity.

Q1: What does the fourth edition of the Suhar Festival
represent for North Al Batinah?

The festival represents a comprehensive cultural and
developmental project, not merely a seasonal event. It
reflects the governorate's vision to reinforce Suhar’s
authentic Omani identity while stimulating tourism and
economic activity, supporting SMEs, and empowering
local talent. This edition is more mature in idea,
organization, and content, providing a complete
experience for both families and visitors.

Q2: What distinguishes this edition from previous ones?

This year, the festival transitioned from being a seasonal
event to a holistic visitor experience. The site was
expanded, pathways redesigned for smoother flow, and
new attractions introduced - including the “"Omnia”
experience and diverse carnival shows — alongside cultural
and family activities tailored to different age groups.




ww (3: How does the festival support tourism and the local

economy?

The festival directly boosts tourism and commercial
activity by attracting visitors from within and outside the
Sultanate. It also provides a platform for SMEs and
home-based businesses to showcase products, engage
with customers, and grow their presence.

Dialouge

Q4: A final message to residents and visitors?

The festival is not merely entertainment — it is a space to
celebrate identity, culture, and community. We welcome
residents and visitors to enjoy a comprehensive
experience that brings together culture, art, and
commerce.




Suhar Festival
Returns in
a New Spirit

Dr. Khalid bin Ali Al Khawaldi

Chairman of the Media Committee for the Fourth Suhar Festival

There is a saying: "What one sees is never like what one
hears.” Since its first edition, the Suhar Festival has
continued to evolve, refine, and grow — shaped by public
feedback and community participation. Now in its fourth
edition, the festival returns with a renewed spirit,
presenting a unique model among cultural festivals held
across the Sultanate.

From the moment visitors enter, the transformation is
visible. The festival grounds do not greet guests with
static decorations disconnected from heritage; rather,
traditional Omani villages greet them - shaped by mud
houses, open squares, and artisans whose crafts once
formed the rhythms of daily life. Here, heritage is not
displayed as silent artifacts, but revived as a living story
enhanced by modern technology.

Within this blend of past and future, the *Omnia"”
experience stands out as a pivotal new feature. *Omnia”
employs artificial intelligence and digital tools to create
interactive installations that allow visitors to become part
of the experience rather than mere spectators. ldeas
become images, sound becomes sensation, and
technology turns into a medium for understanding
creativity — not overwhelming it.

Renewal is also evident in the Children's Theater, which
this year combines entertainment with education and
imagination, presenting stories supported by modern
visual effects. For children, the theater is not merely a
place to watch but a space to explore, learn, and belong

The main stage remains the festival's heart — showcasing
musical performances, poetry evenings, and artistic
shows from Oman and beyond. The diversity of cultures,
voices, and artistic expressions transforms Suhar into an
open platform for cultural dialogue and creative
exchange.



The 2025 edition demonstrates how heritage can serve as
a foundation for progress — not an obstacle to it — and how
technology can reinforce identity rather than erase it. This
delicate balance between authenticity and modernity
gives the Suhar Festival its distinctive personality.

Editorial




Festival Spirit

As part of its commitment to offering renewed
entertainment experiences, the fourth edition of the
Suhar Festival brings exceptional international carnival
performances — including the Mad Carnival and Alice in
Wonderland Carnival — adding a vibrant visual dimension
to the festival.

These shows combine music, movement, imaginative
costumes, and artistic choreography, creating an
immersive atmosphere that captured audience attention
and stimulated direct interaction.

According to the Deputy Chairman of the Festival Events
Committee, hosting these carnivals aligns with the
festival's direction toward presenting innovative,
high-quality entertainment content that reflects renewal
and creativity in its programming.

The carnival shows attracted large audiences across age
groups, highlighting their success in enriching the
festival's entertainment offerings and elevating visitor
experience.
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Festival Spirit




Festival Spirit

*Omnia* Experience
When Artificial Intelligence Shapes the Future

As part of the Suhar Festival, the "Om \'%\'“ expef‘ience =
offers a distinct model of interactive engagement. From
the moment visitors enter, they e ﬁ?’ ne .inforrﬁétiyé' 5 MG
journey powered by artificial i igence, discovering | LS L
future-focused innovations acros tiple fields through

hands-on and practical exper%;e_nceﬁm ’ I"' ; t
The journey begins with a vJeIHome and an introduction to
the concept and goals of "Omnia,” before moving through
a series of stations designed to simplify complex scientific
and technological ideas and transform them into real-time
interactive experiences.




Space — From Orbit to Mars

The Space Station takes visitors on a journey that begins
with Oman’s first satellite, followed by the role of space
monitoring in tracking climate change, and finally into the
realm of deep space exploration. The station showcases
futuristic concepts for space travel, including
long-distance missions and the potential for reaching
Mars, in addition to presenting the idea of harvesting solar
energy from space as a clean and efficient power source.

This station highlights the 'g‘IgﬁBaI shift toward clean
energy, introducing various renewable sources such as
solar, wind, hydro, wave, geothermal, and bioenergy. It also
shines a spotlight on green hydrogen as one of the most
promising energy pathways of the future — especially as
Oman moves toward positioning itself as a producer of
clean hydrogen fuel.
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Home of the Future R T

e il
In this station, visitors explore a fully integrated smart
home designed with artificial intélligence technologies.
Five core demonstrations introduce smart safety systems
for extreme weather and fire, robots that manage health
and food needs, and adaptive systems that learn user
behavior. The space also features instant home
manufacturing concepts and smart refrigerators that
track food freshness and expiration.

of Medicim’j&,
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This ste blores how Al is reshaping healthcare
through personalized treatments and vaccines,
minimizing side effects, and enhancing understanding of
diseases through cellular modification. It also presents
advanced ideas such as 3D-printed organ tissues, digital
drug testing, and the “digital twin™ concept, where smart
devices continuously track vital signs.




Here, visit055 explore what education may look like in
2040: smart schools, borderless classrooms, VR-based
learning, and personalized education supported by
intelligent systems — all contributing to a more flexible
and effective learning experience.
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Play & Creat’i‘%j:-y_
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*Omnia" features degi'c’améséces fér families and
children, including interactive g"élmes and experiences that
allow control over nature elements such as seasons, birds,
and the Arabian oryx. An innovation corner enables
children to turn their drawings and ideas into real-time
experiences using Al, and to build imaginative characters
in different artistic styles.
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From the Festival
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Week One Activities

Omnia Experience Food Court

Karting Track Omani Village

Dolphin Adventures Mini Zoo Activities

Main Stage Activities Kids & Family Theater

Games Area Trivia
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Omantel Bus Carnivals
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Our Partners
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Strategic Sponsor

D

amond Sponsor

Gold Sponsor

Silver Sponsor

Digital Sponsor
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Participating Sponsor
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Hospitality Sponsor
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Success Partners
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Partners for progress
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